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SUBJECT: IRON ORE EXPORTRS ASSOCIATION 

REF: STATE 62802 

1. ON MARCH 26, IN MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR CABRAL DE MELLO, 

HEAD FONOFF ECONOMIC DEPARTMENT, ECON COUNSELOR RAISED QUESTION 
OF US OBSERVER STATUS (OR ATTENDANCE ON INFORMAL BASIS) 

IN FUTURE MEETINGS OF IRON ORE EXPORTERS' ASSOCIATION, 

ESPECIALLY UPCOMING MINISTERIAL MEETING IN GENEVA. 

2. CABRAL DE MELLO EXPRESSED SOME SURPRISE AT US INTEREST, BUT 
NOTED THAT AT THIS STAGE PARTICIPATION IN MEETINGS WAS STILL 
ON VERY INFORMAL BASIS. HE WOULD HAVE TO REVIEW THIS ISSUE 
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WITH GREATER CARE BEFORE GIVING REPLY. 
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